Morgan County Soil and Water Conservation District

February 7, 2024~ MINUTES of Regular Monthly Meeting

? 180 S. Main Street, Martinsville, Indiana 46151
AA0

co UN TY INDIAMA

SWCD

Doug Peine called the meeting to order at 6:32 pm. A quorum was confirmed, and introductions were made.

Attendance

Supervisors and Associates — Doug Peine, (Chairman), Douglas Johnstone (vice-chairman), Pat Clark,
(secretary), Debra Carter, Stan Diamond, Tom Carter, Bill Mitchell, and Roy McGuffey.

Staff, partners, and guest attendees: Lisa MacPhee, David Mow, Billy Pigg (ISDA), Michele Jones (Purdue),
and Lou Feagans.

Agenda Approval

Debbie Carter moved that we approve the meeting agenda and Stan Diamond seconded the motion. A vote was
taken, and the motion passed, unanimously.

MCSWCD & Partner Reports

Purdue Extension-Michele Jones-Beginning Farmer Classes started on Monday, and she had 40 people attend!
Beef Basics class has also started the first week of February and tomorrow is resuscitation, or “Chew the Cud”. In
April, Michele will be in Costa Rica for 10 days in a learning program that she qualified for! We wished her safe
travels! The Ag Women Engaged and Young Ladies in Ag conferences will be held on Fab 21-22, and she has 88
people registered for those conferences. Garden Fest is planned for March 16! at Bell Intermediate Academy in
Martinsville, and she will be offering the Quad -County PARP training the day before, on March 15t at Equipment
Technologies. She also announced that this year, the Farmer's Day event at the fairgrounds would be going back
to a “school day-Field Trip" type of program.

ISDA- Billy Pigg, ISDA tech team- The Mississippi River Basin Soil Sampling project is going to open again in
March, please advertise it for the ISDA. He also talked to the group about the need to do the Tillage Transect in
March or April and reminded us that he will be taking off some time from work for paternity leave. Finally, he let us
know that the ISDA had selected a new Director for the open position that they had. Jennifer Thum had been
selected for the position and has much experience with ISDA.

USDA/NRCS-Tony Branam-Written report on current conservation efforts in Morgan County that were worthy of
praise was sent in this week to assist the board in selecting award recipients for the Annual Meeting.

Office Report-Lisa MacPhee-Written report, see attached.

MC NIPP- David Mow-Written report, see attached.

Consent Agenda

Stanley Diamond made a motion to approve the consent agenda, including amended minutes of the January
SWCD Board meeting, financial reports for the months of January, and payment of invoices over $300, which
included payments to Mastercard Services and David Mow (invoices # 2024-001 and 2024-002), Debra Carter
seconded the motion. A vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously to approve the items on the consent
agenda.
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Old Business

Stan Diamond gave the board an update on the activity pertaining to the IPL/AES Coal Ash Pond Closures. Stan
has met with representatives of the Morgan County Rural Water Company and expressed our concerns with
contaminants that may be released during and after the planned ash pond closure. They shared that IDEM was
already performing some testing, but they were not sure what they were testing for. He also met with
representatives of IDEM-Office of Land Quality and gave them his suggestions for a closing plan that could make it
more economical and safer for the environment. He was told that EPA and IDEM deadlines aware quickly
approaching and that a change at this point may not be possible. He was instructed to reach out to AES and so he
has forwarded his plan on to them. They did confirm receipt of the plan and said that they would review the plan.
Also, this last month, Stan, Doug P., and Lisa met with Rod Bray and Peggy Mayfield at this law office in
Martinsville to give them an update of the progress in this situation. They asked if we could try and get a face-to-
face with AES to see if they are looking into Stans proposed plan. Stan has also spoken with the Office of Water
Quality within IDEM about what their plan was if the contaminant levels get too high in the discharge water during
excavation occurring during closing. They stated that they could not respond because they are involved in litigation
surrounding the permit. Stan has also called and spoke with a lady at the Region 5 EPA office and expressed the
concerns to her over the phone. She has asked that he send the EPA a written summary of the concerns and so he
will begin putting that document together.

New Business

Discussion was heard concerning the financial request made by SICIM for the services they provide for the Districts
of Indiana. Debra Carter moved to table the discussion until a representative of SICIM can attend a meeting and
explain how the money would be utilized. Stan Diamond seconded the motion and the motion passed.

Lisa presented the proposed MoU with the Morgan County Commissioners for the calendar year 2024. This is a
step we take every year to receive our operating funds from the county council. Debra Carter moved that we adopt
the new MoU and present it to the Morgan County Commissioners for their approval. Pat Clark seconded the
motion, and a vote was taken. Motion passed unanimously.

Discussion was heard concerning the approval of the Resolution to adopt the Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan put
together by the Morgan County Emergency Management Agency. The board would like to make sure that they are
included in the early planning phases of the plan next time. This time it was noted that the information about
attending the meetings were not being sent to the correct email address and Lisa was not notified until the last
meeting was about to occur. Stan moved to approve the resolution and would like to set up a work session with
Abbi, the EMA Director. Debra Carter seconded the motion, and a vote was taken. Motion passed.

Debra Carter moved to adjourn the meeting. Pat seconded and the meeting was adjourned at 8:49 pm.
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